LUU Buddhist Meditation Society Code of Good Practice.
LUU Buddhist Meditation Society endeavours to provide all with the tools, resources and friendship to support good health and personal and spiritual growth.
· LUU Buddhist Meditation Society will run meditation sessions, mindful activities, socials, retreats, events with other societies and charitable fundraising.
· We will be a point of contact for information about Buddhism on LU campus and will provide information about other Buddhist and Meditation groups/societies in the University and in Leeds.

· Our influence will extend beyond our members and we will interact positively with other societies, the unions, the universities and with the chaplaincy.

· Any student or staff member of a Higher Education Institution in Leeds may become a member of LUU Buddhist Meditation Society.

· Members can be of any faith or none.  We will try to balance the needs of members from various Buddhist traditions and non-Buddhists.
· Sessions will include teaching and discussion on Buddhism but our aim is not conversion and members are free to choose to what extent they wish to engage with the dharma.
· Our main teacher and meditation style will be from the Friends of the Western Buddhist Order, but we will make members aware of the range of Buddhist tradition and the various groups in Leeds.

· LUU Buddhist Meditation Society supports responsible drinking and personal choice.  Our events will usually not involve alcohol.  We aim to provide an environment at socials where those who choose not to drink will feel comfortable.  LUU Buddhist Meditation Society subscribes to LUU’s social policy.  

· Any food at events and on trips shall be vegetarian and suitable for vegans where there are any vegan members.

· We will always try to make our events and information accessible according to the needs of our members.

· Membership fees will be used in a way to directly benefit members by paying to support a meditation teacher, buying and maintaining equipment such as cushions and books and limited spending on publicity.  Where possible, additional events which not all members may be able to attend will be funded by attendees and not by membership money.
· We will encourage a healthy membership level and an income to cover our activities.  Savings of a few hundred pounds will be built up and maintained in the budget account for emergency use only.
· Where possible, charges including membership fees will be in the form of ‘dana’ with only suggested amounts according to ability to pay.

· People can try a meditation session for free before becoming a member.

· LUU Buddhist Meditation will be transparent to members about finances.

· LUU Buddhist Meditation committee (president, treasurer and secretary) are elected annually (3rd term) by the members and must re-stand to stay in office for additional years. Only fully paid members may vote. 
· To stand for committee, the nominee must be a LUU Buddhist Meditation Society member and send a manifesto to the secretary before the closing deadline. Any additional officers are appointed by the new committee as they see fit.

· Once the committee are appointed, they will serve a full year and cannot be overthrown. However, they may resign and if caught in breach of the LUU policy or civil laws, they automatically lose office. A new election is then held to find the new officer, who will serve the remainder of their term. 
· Committee members can be of any faith or none but are encouraged to run the society within the spirit of the 5 precepts.  
· Any changes to the logo can only occur if the president and 51% of total members agree.

· Changes to this code of practice require 51% support from attending members at a well publicised meeting.
