Sign Up Info Emails

Hi there!

Firstly and most importantly we have a social on Tuesday at 8pm at the Terrace (which is at the back of the Leeds university union building) which everyone is invited to to come and meet the committee, some members and other people interested in windsurfing.

After having a few drinks at the Terrace we’ll head down the road to the Faversham for a boogy, a shimmy, a little jiving and general dancing. It is going to be awesome! Come along and if you want check out the event page on facebook for up to date info on it:

http://www.facebook.com/#!/event.php?eid=242765059102624&notif_t=event_invite


Right, useful info time:

Not too sure if you want to join our society? Think you’d be terrible at windsurfing or wouldn’t enjoy it? Book yourself onto our Give It A Go (GIAG) session on the 30th of October to try it out. We’ll take you to our facilities down in Wakefield and show you how it’s done. It runs the same way as our normal sessions but as it is designed for non-members it is more expensive. For more info on the GIA check out the link below:

http://www.leedsuniversityunion.org.uk/ents/event/3366/


Leeds Based Windsurfing

Where: Pugneys Country Park Wakefield

When: every Sunday if there is demand; the more demand the more sessions, the less the fewer we organise so if you want to windsurf LET US KNOW! Extra sessions can be organised during the week but it is difficult for the club committee to organise and run, however members can organise to borrow club kit by themselves and go to the reservoir. If you fancy doing this ask for more info and I will help sort it out

How to get there: for every organised session we organise transport for you BUT this generally means we’ve rounded up members who have cars and want to windsurf. If you have a car and want to drive for us we will pay for your petrol cost for the journey so let us know if you can by contacting our treasurer Cessa on francescalong@gmail.com or call her on 07581725732. You will need to register your insurance, paper and plastic licence and your cars MOT and road tax disc with the Union. If the worst happens and we have no drivers we will work out a system by which we can shuttle people from Wakefield train station but hopefully this won’t be necessary.

How much: tricky to answer as Pugneys may be changing their prices and so we would have to accommodate this. At the moment it is £7 per session and it is pay on the day. This is non-negotiable as we’ll need the money there and then for the session.

How to book yourself a place: for the first few sessions we’ll make an event on facebook so that it is easy to find the info. It is first come first served on places but keep in mind if you don’t turn up on the day we’ll still charge you so be sure you can make it. After I work out how to use the system we’ll start having a sign-up sheet on the windsurfing page on the union website as it can make the whole process easier for everyone :)

On the day: we normally meet on the day of the session around 1pm at the Parkinson building’s steps. Bring along a towel, session money, warm clothes and if you have a wetsuit bring that along too as we have a limited supply of club ones and the ones we can rent from Pugneys are shorties so not much help in winter. Our sessions will start at Pugneys around 2-2:30 and will last for an hour and a half so on average we get back to Leeds by 5pm latest. Instruction will be available on sessions for beginners although after a couple of sessions most people are competent enough to practice with supervision.


Advanced Sessions

Normally the club has only organised sessions to Pugneys and whilst the facilities and reservoir is great for beginners and learners it is not designed for advanced windsurfers. If you are an advanced windsurfer and would be interested in going to different locations to windsurf then email me to let me know (bs09a2c@leeds.ac.uk). The more interest we have to more likely we will be able to organise something that works so do let me know.


Kitesurfing

That’s right, kitesurfing! I’ve been working out whether it is possible to start a kitesurfing club in Leeds and so would like to know who is interested in it. It is going to be tricky to organise and people would have to go for a few line pull sessions before we could start some proper kitesurfing but if you feel that you’d be up for it then please let me know as if there is enough interest in this I want to make it happen. Email me if you are a keen bean. 


Society Membership

Until the end of Tuesday the price of club membership is £15 and £20 thereafter. Compared to a number of Leeds clubs it’s dirt cheap considering what you get so your welcome :P. To join you need to log into the Windsurfing page on the Union website (http://www.leedsuniversityunion.org.uk/clubsandsocieties/outdoor/windsurfing/) and at the bottom of the page there is the option of adding windsurfing society membership to your shopping basket. To access your shopping basket click on the shopping basket option at the top of the page on the right.

If you are not a member of Leeds University you can still be a member of the Leeds University Union and all its club and societies so you will need to create an account on the union website first before being able to go through the process above. Being a member entitles you to come to our subsidised sessions and our socials. Not all our socials are just for members of our club as we do a number of joint socials and always encourage you to invite your friends along but the session discounts are just for you!


SWA Membership

Practically all of the events that we go to throughout the year are run by the Student Windsurfing Association (SWA). To attend these events and reap the benefits of being a student windsurfer you have to join the SWA which costs £5. This is a one off payment and lasts year after year so is definitely worth it. To join just go to the SWA website by clicking on the link below:

http://www.studentwindsurfing.co.uk/


Events and Trips

Our first major trip this year is Aussie Kiss 10 (AK10) which is a truly amazing event. 600 student windsurfers from Universities across the country all congregating in one campsite in Bude, Cornwall for some windsurfing fun and an amazing weekend of partying. I kid you not it is completely worth the hype, as soon as tickets become available I will let members know as it sells out fairly fast and as this year is its’ tenth birthday it’s going to be incredible.

AK10 is from the 21st of October to the 23rd and costs around £25 pounds for a weekend ticket which covers breakfast, accommodation, windsurfing facilities, entrance to parties and some free gear. We organise transport from Leeds down to Cornwall and back and last year managed to have enough people to fill a coach meaning price of transport per person is about £20. We also provide dinner gratis and there is a reasonably priced food stall at the reservoir to grab munch from.

AK10 is not the only event we go to throughout the year so don’t worry too much if for some crazy reason you can’t make it. We let you know about the other trips as and when the details become available so you don’t need to worry about missing them. In past years we have never windsurfed competitively although we have always wanted to so if there are any members this year who want to compete please let us know as the University will often help pay for events in which they are being represented in a sport.

This summer just gone we organised a trip to Dahab, a beautiful seaside resort in the north east of Egypt which while being fun and relaxing was also very cheap. We definitely want to do this again so if you’re interested let us know as soon as possible so that we can get started on it sooner rather than later. Depending on term times, exams and interest we may also try to do a trip during the Easter holiday but as nothing is planned as of yet we are open to ideas so if anyone has a place in mind where you’ve always wanted to windsurf then let us know and we’ll try to make it happen.


Socials

To advertise our socials to you guys we try to put them all on facebook a decent bit in advance so that the details are available to everyone. We then send out reminders by email around a week before the event and then text you a day or 2 before the event with a reminder of the details and if there have been any change of plan. So far this has worked well but if anyone wants to know any details or has special requests for places to go, etc. then feel free to contact one of our committee to ask for info. Contacts for the committee are:

Alex (Prez)			07855889851		bs09a2c@leeds.ac.uk
Fi (Captain)			07789294412		fiona_lyle@hotmail.co.uk
Cessa (Treasurer)		07581725732		francescalong@gmail.com
Fiona (Volunteers Officer)	07792169807		fc.becker@hotmail.co.uk	
Hannah (Social Sec)		07763870103		um09hlj@leeds.ac.uk		
Becky (Social Sec)		07702814966		lw08r2g@leeds.ac.uk		
Charlie (Social Sec)		07908176066		pt09c2e@leeds.ac.uk 		


Action Windsurfing

Our club has worked together with the volunteering society Action before to run windsurfing lessons for disadvantaged children from the Leeds area and we intend to carry this on again this year. We are in the process of organising the project so anyone who is interested in getting involved should let Fiona know sometime soon. It’s fun, rewarding and also looks good on a CV so get involved.


Buying Kit

While our club kit is awesome it is nice to have your own wetsuit and to have somewhere to buy your own kit. Our club uses a company called Juice sports based in Huddersfield which do some very reasonably priced kit for our society and are happy to organise similar bargains for our members. If you do want any kit let us know as we can arrange the sale with Juice for you. We do not act as a middle man for Juice, it just works best having the club buy kit for members as the club has a “gentlemen’s agreement” worked out with the company. Check out their site and kit through the link below:

http://www.juiceboardsports.co.uk/



I think I’ve got all the major info in here so well done if you managed to read this far and looking forward to seeing you at the social on Tuesday.
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